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The Middle Ages were a time of great adventure to some while others would barely survive. An elite class gained unlimited power at the expense of the masses who lived under the ‘most powerful institution of the time’.  Medieval knights defended the honor of the nobility while the peasants lived back breaking lives. As the class historians your job is simple.  You and your partner (’s) will be required to teach the entire class about one specific topic from the following list below…


Social Structure of Feudalism


Manorial Systems


Knighthood and the Joust


Castle Design and Defense


Heraldry and the Coat of Arms


Weapons and Castle Siege


Black Plague




Food Drink and Banquets


Crime and Punishment



Homelike, Dress, and Cleanliness


The Crusades




The Catholic Church

Once your topic is chosen you and your partners will be required to present a lesson lasting 10-15 minutes minimum in front of your class.  You must use a visual and or handouts to assist in presenting your lesson.  Remember you are the class historian for your chosen topic and will be considered the “expert” in that topic.  Without your attention to historical detail and without a strong lesson your middle age topic will be forever lost to the minds of your classmates and the Middle Ages will remain what they have always been, Pure and Total Madness!!!





Topic Descriptions

Social Structure: Create a visual illustration of the different social classes under feudalism and a description of their individual roles.  Rank the roles highest to lowest and explain how the system was a political, economic, and social system.  Use a demonstration to assist in your lesson.

Manor System:  Create an actual manor.  This manor should include the acres of farmland and plentiful deer, boar, and wild game to hunt in the manor woods.  Also show the manor house, the village with the peasant’s quarters, the church, the farm buildings, and the water source of the people.  Your lesson should depict how the manors were self sufficient and explain why the manor is organized the way it is.  In addition explain the housing conditions of all of the classes.
Knighthood and the Joust: Explain to the class how a person would become a knight (Six steps) during the time of the middle Ages.  Describe the life of a knight, his major weapons, what the code of chivalry was and how it would affect the knight’s daily life.  In addition describe the Joust and how it was used in that time period.  Your handouts and visual should show the steps of knighthood.  

Designing a Castle and its Defense: Create your own castle design which will include the basic castle structures including gatehouses, moats, turrets, village buildings, curtains, etc.  Once your castle is designed explain to the class how you built it, duration, and cost.  Include 3 or 4 strategies and or armaments you will use to defend your castle.  Be sure the class understands the parts of a castle.
Heraldry or Coat of Arms:  Create your own coat of arms.  Explain why knights used coat of arms, what they represent, and why it worked on the battlefield.  Make sure you completely explain what heraldry is.  Once you properly explain your own coat of arms including the background information, personal colors, individual charge, and group symbol have the class create their own for extra credit.

Weapons and the Castle Siege: Create a visual which will depict the weapons and armor of the time period.  Explain the advantages and disadvantages for each weapon and what type of combat would the weapon be used in.  In addition, discuss the various strategies for attacking and overrunning a castle (at least 3-4).  Use pictures to show the tools and diagrams to accomplish the difficult task.

The Black Death:  Using poetry, songs, or skits show how the Black Death affected the Population of Europe.  Explain how the sickness occurred, why it was spread, describe the symptoms of the affected person, and how the disease ravaged the human body until death.  Be sure to include graphs and or charts to show how the Black Death changed Europe forever (i.e. what happened to the population)
Food, Drink, and Banquets:  Describe the diet of the people of the Middle Ages.  List all of the foods, drinks and deserts that the people ate.  Discuss the differences of diet between the peasants, clergy, knights, and nobility.  In addition describe the banquets that occurred including entertainment, occasions, and manure.  You must cook an actual middle age recipe for this project.

Homelife, Dress, and Personal Cleanliness:  How did the people of the Middle Ages dress?  Were they clean?  Create a visual which can show the clothing of various people in society.  Explain to the class their clothing style, personal cleanliness, and how their own homelife differed from the nobility to the peasants.  Make sure you discuss the roles of parents and the children during this time period.

Crime and Punishment: How was law and order maintained throughout the middle ages?  Did the Greek and Roman concept of Justice for all continue during the Middle Ages?  If so how?  Create a visual which shows the punishment associated with the set crimes.  Make sure to include the ordeal, witchcraft, and torture devices of the time period.
The Crusades: 200 years of ‘Holy Wars’ between the Christians and Muslims.  Detail the Causes of the Crusades, Pope Urban II’s role in the conflict, heroes for both sides, the atrocities committed for god, map the different invasion routes and the long lasting results associated with the longest lasting war in history.  Use charts and graphs to help tell your tale.
The Catholic Church: The Catholic Church was the most important force in the lives of all the people during the middle ages.  Detail the role of the church in the lives of the peasants, nobility, and women and children.   Create a diagram showing the church hierarchy including the role and responsibility of each group.  Make sure to explain cannon laws, excommunication, the sacraments, interdict, Benedictine rules, and detail the harsh lives of monks.  
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Grading Breakdown:

Research Days: 
60  
Due:
Bibliography:

40
Due:
Lesson Plan: 

100
Due:
Lesson: 

200
Due:
Total: 400 points

